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dispel the Maya and revive the true self-consciousness.
The parable is equally applicable to national muktL
We in India fell under the influence of the foreigners*
Maya which completely possessed our souls. It was
the Maya of the alien rule, the alien civilisation, the
powers and capacities of the alien people who happen.
to rule over us. These were as if so many shackles that
put our physical, intellectual and moral life into-
bondage* We went to school with the aliens., we allowed
the aliens to teach us and draw our minds away from
all that was great and good in us. We considered
ourselves unfit for self-government and political life,.
we looked to England as our exemplar and took
her as our saviour. And all this was Maya and bondage.
When this Maya once got its hold on us, put on us
shackle after shackle, we had fallen into bondage
of the mind by their education^ commercial bondage,
political bondage, etc.} and we believed ourselves to
be helpless without them. We helped them to destroy
what life there was in India. We were under the protec-
tion of their police and we know now what protection
they have given us. Nay, we ourselves became the
instruments of our bondage. We Bengalis entered the
services of foreigners. We brought in the foreigners
and established their rule. Fallen as we were, we
needed others to protect us, to teach us and even ta
feed us. All these functions of human life, so utterly
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